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their lambs without any trouble, but the caretaker should be on hand to render assistance if it is necessary.
Ewes, like cows, dry their young by licking the hair of the young animal, but when they neglect to do this the lamb must be dried by hand. Strong lambs will nurse without assistance, but a few weak ones may need help.
Difficult lambing
Sometimes fat ewes fail to lamb normally. If assistance is not given promptly they will die, because ewes cannot withstand a long and exhausting period of labor. Any ewe that strains or labors two or three hours without results should be examined to ascertain whether the lambs are coming in correct form. Twin lambs frequently become twisted in the uterus or womb, making the passage of either lamb impossible. The aid of a veterinarian is always advisable, but usually the owner must apply first aid himself.
The normal or regular position for lambs to come is head and front feet forward, but in some cases this position is reversed. The person who attempts to assist the ewe to lamb should first wash his hands and arms and trim the finger-nails to prevent injury to the ewe and grease the hand and arm with vaseline or olive oil.
If the lamb is partly out of the birth canal but cannot be brought forth, it will be necessary to force it gently back into the womb. The head and feet are then straightened to their normal position and again brought out as far as possible. Loop a coarse string or small rope about the feet and as the ewe strains to expel the lamb, apply traction and pull the rope outward and downward with each labor pain. If twin lambs are tangled in the uterus, expert assistance is always necessary if the ewe's life is to be saved. A ewe in difficulty at lambing time will not stand a long siege of labor and if assistance is given at all it must be supplied before the animal is worn out. Some ewes are very weak after the lambs are born. A